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"GOLD THAT 
by Art 


Despite the long gap of time since the 
last of these columns appeared before 
vacation season, there has not been much 
encouraging news to report in the way of 
victories on the conservation front, 

Dams proposed and under discussion 
continue to be the greatest threat to 
national park and wilderness values, In 
the case of the Dinosaur Netional lonu- 
ment, the decision of Secretary of the 
Interior Oscar Chapman that the dam pro- 
gram there be permitted to go through may 
heve frightening consequences. It is a 
precedent threatening all national parks. 
The explanation by those who know him 
that he had no choice in the matter--im- 
plying, in other words, that the decision 
was made elsewhere in the frovernment--is 
unsatisfactory to many conservationists 
who expect more than a rubber-stamp 
attitude fro: such an important publi 
official. 

Congress has yet to pass on this pro- 
posal and so we may all have a chance to 
rally around again and do our damnedest 
to defeat this plan. 

One of the difficulties in all these 
dam proposals is.that they are all tied 

up with popular subjects: the need 

for more irrigation, flood control and 
sometimes hydro-electric power develop= 
ments. ‘These topics have been so pro- 
pogandized to the public, that without 
stopping to reason out’ the actual needs 
of Western communities, or to consider 
the terrific irrigated farm surplus crops 
which are already taking billions of 
dollars of tax money to buy up, store, 
and eventually destroy their moldering 
residue--the people blindly endorse 

proposals. 

search of real local opinion, I 

from Medford, Oregon (cont. page }) 


APPALACHIAN TRAIL PICTURES TO BE SHOWN 


Although few of us Californians have a 
long enough vacation to stack up any” 
hiking time on the Appalachian Trail, 

we in the Bay Chapter will at least 

have an opportunity to see this beauti- 
ful and famous trail in Kodachromes, 
Lent by the Appalachian Trail Conference, 
the pictures are being shown under the 
auspices of the Educational Committee 

at Whittier School, Lincoln and Milvia 
Streets, Berkeley.’ On October 11 at 

& Pil, the program will follow the East 
Bay Dinner that evening. Come and bring 
your friends, and if you can make both 
the dinner and the program, don't forget 
to place your reservation with Vera 
Henriques, LAndscape 6-51L5, or Hallie 
Curl, LAndscape 6-700) before 10 Ful 

the Monday preceding. 


CHANGES IN YOUR SCHEDULE 


sack Jt in, October 7-8, Inverness 
een changed to a one-day hike, 

Sunday, Arcee 8. Leaders: Larry Arm- 
strong and Helene Glass. frivate car 
transportation, Meet at .Olema, 9 Ali 
sharp; cars will drive another 5 miles to 
starting point. Hike lessees be 1) miles; 
probably no time for a dip in lake. Wear 
nothing red, and preferably nothing 
yellow. (Bulls en route,) For transpor= ~ 
tation call Ramona Wascher, JOrdan 7-161), 
or Merian Beck, OLympic 3-0766, 


Sunday Hike, Mount Diablo, October 22: in- 


stead of parking cars’on the Marsh Creek 


road as in years past, watch for Sierra 
Club arrows and a sign reading "Happy 
ar ease on right side of highvay, about 
23 miles beyond Clayton, Turn right on 
dirt road to Happy Hollow picnic area, 
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RE PAIRS FOR NATIONAL PARKS 
National. parks are growing ever more pop- 
ular, but visitors are becoming bitter 
about their state of repair, the House 
Public Lands Committee says in Washingtone g 
The only way to remedy the situation, the 
committee said, is to spend more money to 
put the parks in shape, 

In a report on national parks and 
mats the committee declared: "The 
travel to the areas administered by the 
National Park Service reached a new high 
in 1949. .In some areas the increase in 
travel has brought ‘such congestion that 
the experience of a visit to the park has 
decreased in value ... 

"The problem is not one of concessions 
alone. Never have the inadequacies of 
development within the areas been so high- 
lighted as during the past several travel 
seasons since the war. 

"Camp grounds poorly equipped and crowd- 
ed far beyond the capacities for which 
they were planned; road systems in need 
of oe overhauling and extension; 
utilities which were more than adequate 
15 ett ago, but pitifully inadequate 
for present demands--these are some of 
the conditions which visitors have noted 
‘and on which many of them mpage commented 
in terms of bitter complaint. 


monu= 
total 


SEE: "Beaver Valley", the Walt Disney 
‘short film, in:Yechnicol Lor, portraying 
animal life in a remote Mca A in the 
Continental Divide, 


Names turned 


YODELEARS HEAR 
--of the arrival on Sey anbax 30 of 

Leslie Ramsey Wilson un son of Demetra 
and, Jim Wilson, AE ca 


--that Vera Miller and James Egan were 
married on September 16. 


--that Duncan McDuffie, former president 
f the Sierra, Club, has been elected 


president of the Save-the-Redwoods 


League. Four of the League's six newly- 
elected. directors are also well known 


Sierrans: William E - Colby, Norman Bs 
Livermore, Walter A, tare and Frank W, 
Halter a. wtarr frenk We 


Wentworth. 


ao 


--of the marriage of Mary Helen 0' Connor 
1 Albert Kuchins. 


--that Kay-and Dick Hargreaves have a 
second daughter, Sandra Jean, born on 
September 26. 


--that Jeanne Clark, formerly an active 
member of the Bay Chapter, who has been 
in San Diegofor the past eet is now 
married and living in Salt Lake City. 
Her address is Jeanne Hedgecock, 30 
South 6th East, Salt Lake City, Utah 
(sorry, we don't know her husband's first 
name). 


--of the marriage of Carla Jo Penington 
and Peter Snook Grimes, in Carmel. 
cae awe Se LD is 


--that Phyllis Gar 
MeMillan--living 


ner is. now Mrs, 

in. Berkeley. 

Friends of Marguerite Smith, who died 
suddenly a few years ago, will regret 
that she couldn't have lived to see her 
brother Oliver cover-featured in TIME 
September 25, He is Major General 0, ’P. 
Swith, commanding the First Marine Divi- 
Sion in Korea, and a graduate, as was 
Marguerite, of the University of Cali- 
fornia. 

foes me 

Yodeler for September 18: 
about: New officers of 
the Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs 
should have been--Joe Momyer, Vice Presi- 
dent for California; Ed Darrow, Deputy 
Vice President for California (instead of 
vice versa). ; 

Wrong. name: . Through an error the arti- 
cle on the IWOC convention was credited to 
Harriet Parsons, who didn't write ake 

Apologies to everyone. 


i# 
CORRECT I ONS in 


Octcver 2, 19F0 


FTN FOR ALL AT HARVEST FROLIC 


The Harvest Frolic and Bax Supper which ~ 


will take place in the Brazilian Room 

at Tilden Park, Berkeley, on November 4, 
provides an excellent opportunity for 

ail Sierra Club groups, and their guests, 
to get together for an evening of 
sociability, exercise, and entertainment. 
At 6:30 a delicious box supper will be 
served in novel style. The committee is 
already at work to assure an interesting 
and tempting menu for the evening. After 
supper the polished hardwood floor of the 
Brazilian Room will provide a perfect 
setting for bcth ballroom and folk 
dancing-eactivities which can be shared 
with pleasure by all comers, During the 
course of the evening, entertainment of 
an amusing and amazing character will 
supplement the dancing. Be sure to be 
present at this talented presentation ! 

The Brazilian Room is easily reached 
by both car and bus. lt is located in 
Tilden Regional Park in the ¥erkeley 
Hills. Drive out Shasta Road, continu- 
ing past the golf course to the Braze 
iliean Room. If you take the bus, it's 
the #7 Arlington-Euclid (northeast bound) 
which stops at the Cutrate Drug Store 
at University and Shattuck Avenue. Ride 
to the end of the line where a "shuttle" 
service by the Sierra Club between 6 and 
6:30 will complete the trip to the 
Brazilian Rocm, 

Tickets for the Harvest Frolic may be 
purchased for only $1.25 at the Club 
offices, Mills Tower, San Francisen, or 
through any momber of the committee. 
Bring a fellow rock climber, skier, local 
walker, conservationist, or an interested 
guest and come for an evening of fun in 
blue jeans or ginghams--November 4, 

6:50 PM. 


STAR GAZING WITH THE ASTRONOMERS 


Members of the Sierra Club are cordially 
invited by the Astronomical Society of 
the Pacific to a lecture entitled Look- 
ing Through Great Telescnpes by Oliver 
Justin Lee at 8:00 Pil, October 24, 1950 
at Pacific Gas and Electric auditorium, 
245 Market St., San Francisco, 

NOW ON EXHIBIT in the Sierra Club office: 
Photographs, by Cedric Wright, taken on 
the 1950 High Trip. 
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NATURAL SCIENCE SECTION 


TEER RIES HBHE HR EEHHE ESE IBHEBHORESHEBAE 
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October 8--Paleobotany trip in Tilden 
Park, led by Dick Leonard, Take "Ft 
train from Sm Francisco at 8:17 AM nd 
go to the end of the line, Those with 
cars meet at Solano and The Alameda at 
9:00 AM. Miles: 3 or 4; elevation, 
1,000 feet. 


October 20-—"Paleobotany of the Monterey 
Forest", by Dr. Herbert L. Mason (Pro- 
fessor of Botmy at the University of 
California). Room 360, Mills Tower-- 
7:30 PM. 


Annual Dinner 


On Saturday, September 23, the NSS cele- 
brated its eleventh birthday with a pot- 
luck supper in the Bowl Picnic Area in 
Lake Temescal Park. Forty NSS'ers were 
present, all of whom contributed to the 
supper, Under the direction of Myra 
Browne, the dinner committee functioned 
so smoothly that dinner began promptly 
at six. After the various delicious 
casserole dishes and salads, ice cream 
and birthday cake were served, As this 
was the last day of daylight saving 
time, .daylight remained just long enough 
for supper. 

At dark we adjourned to the clubrooms. 
After a short social period, Charles 
Webber showed us some of his superb 
Kodachromes. He is now accumulating a 
series on the Coast Ranges (including 
Mount Diablo), and adding to his "dif- 
ferent" Yosemite series. Many were the 
"oh's" and "ah's" and asides on his ar- 
tistry. His carefully chosen color 
backgrounds for close-ups, clever light- 
ing and good composition result in out- 
standing photochromes. ‘le also saw a 
"Webberchrome" of a milkweed, a black- 
and-white carefully and accurately col- 
ored by Mrs. Webber in pre-Kodachrome 
days, 

The showing of photochromes was enliv~ 
ened by much good-natured banter, with 
special emphasis on names, both scientif- 
ic and otherwise. The evening was a 
treat both to the old-timers and to those 
who were enjoying Mr. Webber's photo- 
chromes for the first time. 


Nunber 155 Pace 


ete 


RCS NOTES (FROM FAR. AWAY) 


REMEMBER Jan and Herb Conn, climbers 
from the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club? 
We hear through ‘Up Rope that although 
the’ Conns had expected to stay in W 

ton, D. C. until spring: "Alas, a highly 
trimmed maroon 'Jeep! delivery truck 
appeared on the bargain counter one day, 
and their fate was se&led. All former 
plans notwithstanding, the Conns! stay 
could obviously last only until the new 
truck was fitted out to the nth degree. 
Tt was with mingled admiration and sad 
ness that their friends watched its 
completion-—pantry, wardrobe, library, 
desk, beds-~everything modern man craves. 
So, with many good luck wishes from their 
friends at the farewell meeting, the 
Conns hit the road again. So long and 
good luck." 

(Ed, Note: We'd like to supply news 
about our own rock climbers, but how do 
we get it? We hope that someone in 
the -RCS will have recovered from the 
general writers! cramp in time to give 
us. a report of their Yosemite climbs 
for the October 16 Yodeler.) 


Gold that Glitters 


(cont. from page 1) 
to Crater Lake up along the beautiful 


Rogue River, asking, wherever possible, 
vihat people thought of the Reclamation 
Service's proposal for a dan for their 
watershed. I found very little interest 
in any logical discussion of justifica- 
tion or lack of justification for the 


proposed multi-million dollar expenditure. 


In fact, as far as agriculture or flood 
control was concerned, when the question 
was pressed, they did not feel it was 
actually necessary, but they were still 
not opposed to the destruction of the 
scenic beauties of the canyon. 


ing an°awful lot of money around here, 
mister, and you ought to know you just 
can't beat one hundred and twenty million 
dollars." I agreed it would be hard tc. 
Perhaps, I reasoned to myself, the 
American nation would have to spend it- 
self into the poorhouse and learn the 
hard way the old adage that all is not 
gold that glitters. 


Washing 


One person 
did tell me, however, “it will mean spend- 
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PACKRATS SNOWED UNDER 


Thunder, lightning, rain and snow failed 
to dampen the spirits of the 28 packrats 
who took the week-end knapsack trip 
from Echo Lake to Emerald Bay on Lake 
Tahoe, 

After an easy ascent from Echo Lake 
to Desolation Valley, we contoured 
around big Lake Aloha in the north end 
of the valley, there to stop for lunch 
and endless cups of hot tea, Cloudy 
skies precluded swimming but some eager 
hikers climbed Mt. Price, 

Over Mosquito Ridge, we entered Rock- 
bound Valley and swung down to camp at 
China Flat--a grassy meadow with open 
woodland, We also borrowed liberally 
from Forest Service’ facilities there: 
tarps, shovel, pots, etc, and we hoped 
the local Recreation Guard was away for 
the week end because some of the girls 
took over his tent, too! (N.B.-he was 
away!) Mant. 

Next day, under more cloudy skies, we 
descended Rockbound Valley three miles, 
Having crossed the Rubicon River and up 
to the lovely Velma Lakes, we ate a 
hasty lunch and MORE hot tea and beat 
a fast retreat to Emerald Bay. The 
much promised view of Lake Tahoe was 
curtained by the first snow-fall of the 
season. 

Many new members showed up on the trip 
and from all indications it was felt the 
alpine and scenic terrain is worth 
another trip next year,‘ 


ISAS . c . 


HELP! Prevent ski-tourers from suffer-— 
ing from enlarged rucksacks. If you 
have an old, decrepit, worn out, too 
heavy, too light, or almost anything 
sleeping bag that you don't need or 
want very badly (one that is still 
usable) -—ve'll gladly have it cleaned 
and placed at the Benson Hut on Mt. 
Anderson for the convenience of any and 
all skiers, Please call. or write. to 
Emile Lacrampe, 1532 Scenic Avenue, 
Berkeley; THornmvall 3-9758, THANK YOU! 
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DON'T FORGET THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL 
PICTURES NEXT WEDNESDAY IN BERKELEY! 


--Helene Glass 


game soo Fege 6 


ALPS HARD ON FEET+- 
BASY ON POCKETBOOK~- 


We have just returned from a trip through 
Central Buirope--culminating in a five 
weeks? stay in Austria, As we spent mest 
0" that. time in the meuntains, we would 
like to pass on to you some of our ime 
pressions and experiences. 

Perhaps Austria's alps are less 
spectacular than those of Switzerland but 
we found that they offer infinite variety, 


beauty, and charm--at a minimum of expense. 
There are at least a dozen mountain ranges, 


each with its own characteristics: lime- 
stone peaks and broad glaciers for the 
climber; open slapes for the skier; and 
wooded hills and flowered alp-meadows for 
the hiker, 

Although we were fortunate enough tn 
drive throughout the country, it is 
possible to reach most areas by train or 
postal bus. The Arlberg Express, 
connecting the Swiss frontier with Vienna 
in the east, traverses the best Alpine 
regions. 

Our first step in preparation for our 
hiking trip was to join one of Austria's 
leading hiking clubs (Oesterreichischer 
Touristenklub), These organizations 
build, sponsor, and maintain a network 
of excellent shelters throughout the 
mountain areas. To join the OTK, we were 
syonsored by two members, and we paid 26 
schillings ($1) for membership. 

These shelters are strategically 
located in all areas throughout the 
country. They are easily accessible to 
the average hiker; they serve as base 
canps for the rock climbers; and they 
lighten the burden of the lnapsackers. 

A double room, a complete dinner and a 
Continental breakfast of rolls and coffee 
costs, at present, a maximum of 20 
schillings (75¢). We found these shelters 
clean, comfortable and pleasantly inter- 
national, ; 

In the two areas where we hiked, the 
trails were well marked. We understand 
that this excellent system of marking 
is universal throughout the country. 

Equipment is relatively simple. The 
average hiker needs only comfortable 
clothes (the inevitable jeans), shoes 
(with profile rubber soles) and extra 
clothing for rain and wind. One can 
also purchase food at the shelters for 
lunches en route. Fresh milk, butter 
and cheese can often be obtained at 
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ALL OVER WITH TES SIERRA CLUS 
(Not an Obituary) 


A remarkably well-timed and beautifully 
run review of the 1950 Summer Outings 

was put on by the Educational Commities 
at Everett dunior High School Tuesday 
evening September 26. Well-chosen 

slides depicted the five outings with 

a commentator for each group of pictures. 
. In the order of appearance they were: 
George Templeton--Burre Trips; Captain 

EB, R, MceKenzie--Sierra Knapsack Trip; 
Lewis Clark--Out-of-State Knapsack Trip; 
Oliver Kehrlein--Base Camp; and Charlotte 
Mauk--High Trip. 

"Curly" LeClereq, Chairman of the San 
Francisco Bay Chapter, conducted the 
program and gently scared the various 
conmentators into keeping within their 
allotted time. There was no lagging, 
even at the “altitude” of the evening. 
Frank Hewitt, in charge of the project- 
ing, did a fine job keeping the beau- 
tiful slides sliding beautifully. 

After the program there was a half 
hour which gave everyone an opportunity 
to meet and reminisce with friends of 
the trail. Everyone, even those who 
had not been on any of the trips, thor- 
oughly enjoyed the evening. 


LOST: at Virginia Lakes Camp, July 17, 
grey and white plastic handled fork and 
spoon set, that fit into each other. 
Also paring knife. Write or call Vire 
ginia Mauck,. 2106-40th Avenue, Oakland 
le-KEllog 3-5982, 

x kK x 
FREB: 1 pair size 6-E men's hiking boots 
if you can use them. Bought wrong size in 
haste--crowded closet. Call Olympic 3~ 
3259, evenings (but not Tuesday or Thurs- 
day). Hazel Eggett. 

kok OK Ox 
LUG SOLES: on hiking shoes can be supplied 
by Lindy Shoe Clinic, 2467 Telegraph 
Avenue (near Haste), Berkeley. AShberry 
53-2335). Red or blacke-attached according 
to your specifications. .Mail orders 
filled. 


the Almhuetten (mountain dairies), 

We plan to keep in touch with the OTK. 
If any club member is: interested in 
further details on this subject, please 
contact either one of us. (The address of 


“the OTK is Backerstrasse 16, Vienna 1.) 


--Jean Puffer and Marielis Forster 


Pare 6 
SACKERS SHOCKED BY REDWOOD- GRAVEYARD 


On September 23 thirteen trusting knap- 
sackers left San Mateo Memorial Park under 
the leadership of Al Schmidt and Hermann 
Horn to tramp through the redwood groves 
in Butano Forest. We got off to a late 
start and 5:30 caught us on the opposite 
side of the ridge just above Portola 
Park. Ahead was a steep drop on a brush 
covered Logging road before we reached 
our destination. The park and its pro- 
mise of dinner by flashlight was indeed 
welcome after hiking 15 miles. Sleeping 
bags won over a campfire and our aching 
muscles made a remarkable recovery by 
Sunday morning. 

Just as we were leaving Portola Park, 
our party was increased by two girls who 
had missed the group, but somehow man- 
aged to follow our trail. We had a de-- 
lightful, leisurely stroll of 7 miles 
through lush forest land only to come up- 
on the Pioneer Grove which was logged . 
some two years ago. The scene beggars 
description - a veritable graveyard of 
what had been one of the finest stands 
of redwood in the’ area was now a dry, 

’ cluttered, fire-scarred region, peppered 
with huge stumps - the remains of Pio- 
neer Grove. Indeed, it was an excellent 
reminder that all of us must increase 
our efforts to prevent recurrence of 
such wanton destruction. 


LONG LONG TRAIL TO TCC MEETING 


The semi-annual meeting of the Tamalpais 
Conservation Club at Bootjack Camp was 
the destination of the hike on September 
2h. Starting from Kentfield, the route 
followed the Hoo-Koo-H-Koo Trail, ablaze 
With beautiful red poison oak, and the 
Matt Davis Trail to the meeting at Boot- | 
jack Camp. There the 2 hikers met those 
who had come by car and other trails to 
the meeting,. for representatives were 
present from all the hiking clubs in the 
Bay..:rea, as well as the TCC members. 
After lunch and the free coffee, supplied 
by Herb Arner and prepared by Charlie 
Knights, Jack Dearth presided over the 
afternoon program, introducing officials 
of the TCC and the various other organi- 
gations represented. At the termination 
of the program the hikers headed dowm in~ 
to Muir «oods, then up to Tourist Club 
for a brief stop, and then via the Sun 
Trail into Mill Valley, for a total of 

1h hiking miles for the day. 


Pee LS 
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SOME CALIFORNIA COASi COUN URY 


A part of the coastline where the moun- 
tains of the Coast Range come down to 
the ocean in rugged cliffs, sheltered 
beaches, an occasional picturesque fish- 
ing town, and a pygmy forest were the 
attractions that brought Sierrans to 
Van Damme Beach State Park last week end 

Quite as much was to be seen in get- 
ting to the park as in the park itself, - 
Interesting features for those who drove 
up the coast all the way were Fort Ross, 
where the carpenter who is rebuilding 
the old Russian outpost is very talka- 
tive about its history; and Elk, relic 
of the pioneer lumbering days of Cali- 
fornia, whose hotels, bars and wooden 
sidewalks are rotting away. 

Van Damme Beach Park is equipped with 
a recreation hall as well as fine camp- 
ing sites, and the large turnout on the 
trip (1:7) made the folk dancing a bit 
too cozy. 

Sunday morning dawned bright and bit- 
terly cold, but inevitably the hiking 
group started with a few clad in little 
more than shorts. Owing to the absence 
of the ranger, the trip leaders took 
the hikers up to the pygmy forest - a 
few acres where the soil is so barren 
of proper chemicals that the trees . 
pushed to about shoulder height, then 
gave up the ghost and left a strange 
looking forest. 


WEST POINT INN - OCTOBER 


* 7- 8 Helen Brown (evenings) GR l-2519 

*12-13 Mary Herman (evenings) MO l-2983 

1-15 Lila McKinne (any time)OR 3-950 

#21-22 Esther Crites(evenings)GR l-1666 

Men's work party - wood cutting 

Elsa Weinberg LA 6-2503 or 

TU 5-051 

* Central Commissary 

NOTE: If hostess can't be reached, 
call TU 5-051h. 


28-29 


San! 


PLEA 


FOR PLUMBERS, ETC., AT CTL 

Men handy with a pipe-wrench, hammer, saw, 
plasterer's trowel, or numerous other 
tools are urgently needed each week end 

at Clair Tappaan Lodge if the new improve- 
ments are to be ready by the time the 


snow flies. If you need a ride or can 
furnish transportation to others call 
Andy Polese, HUmboldt 3-8883, evenings, 
for arrangements. (It will be a long 


walk this winter if the washrooms arentt 
aoe ah sae de ; 


